RESOLUTION NO. UA 2024-07

A RESOLUTION BY THE FORT PIERCE UTILITIES
AUTHORITY, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA ESTABLISHING
A GAS PIPING AND APPLIANCE PAYMENT PLAN
POLICY FOR THE GAS SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR
SCRIVENER’S ERROR, SEVERABILITY, AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Fort Pierce Utilities Authority (“FPUA”) was created and established by
the City Commission of Fort Pierce, Florida, through a referendum election held in said City on
May 30, 1972;

WHEREAS, the Charter of the City, Article XII, grants to the FPUA the exclusive
jurisdiction, control and management of the Utility Services, including electric, water, wastewater,
gas, and other services sold and rendered by the FPUA; and

WHEREAS, the FPUA desires to establish a Gas Piping and Appliance Payment Plan
Policy for the Gas System to encourage retention, growth and expansion of the gas utility services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of the Fort Pierce Utilities
Authority:

SECTION I. RECITALS. The recitals stated above are true and correct and are hereby
incorporated as if fully set forth herein.

SECTION II. POLICY. The Board hereby adopts the Gas Piping and Appliance Payment
Plan Policy attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A.

SECTION III. INSTALLMENT PAYMENT AGREEMENT. The Board hereby
approves the Installment Payment Agreement template attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit B.

SECTION IV. SCRIVENER’S ERRORS. Ifthere are any typographical, administrative,
or scrivener’s errors contained herein that do not change the tone, tenor, or purpose of this
Resolution, such errors may be corrected with no further action by the Board.

SECTION V. SEVERABILITY. If any section, clause, phrase, word or provision of this
Resolution is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,
whether for substantive or procedural reasons, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct
and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions
of this Resolution which shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION VI. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall take effect
on July 16, 2024 ,2024.
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PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this / é day of da / Yy , 2024,
ATTEST:

L ///j/,, ////

7 7 ;
“ank Fee, Secretary ’ Dr. Barbara Bennett, Chair

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS:

ﬂamb\k%,w

Fort Piéree Utilities Xuthonty Attorney
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I.

EXHIBIT A
GAS PIPING AND APPLIANCE PAYMENT PLAN POLICY
INTRODUCTION

The Fort Pierce Utilities Authority (“FPUA”) has been pursuing various initiatives to

encourage customers to utilize natural gas service. Adopting a Gas Piping and Appliance Payment
Plan Policy will offer an incentive and make it more convenient for customers to utilize natural
gas services. This Gas Piping and Appliance Payment Plan Policy outlines the terms and conditions
for customers of FPUA who wish to utilize gas piping and appliances to their home through a
payment plan.

I.

I1.

ELIGIBILITY FOR PAYMENT PLAN

Residential customers eligible for the payment plan must meet the following criteria:

. Must be enrolled in automatic payments.

. Must agree to the terms and conditions outlined in this policy and the installment payment

agreement. The installment payment agreement shall not be transferable and payment is
due in full upon sale of the property.

. Must be the owner of the property to be served by the utility services. FPUA recognizes

that the property owner may lease, rent or otherwise allow the occupation of the property
by others who may request utility service from the FPUA. FPUA shall not be considered
a party to any agreement between the property owner and any present or future occupant
who may request utility service from FPUA. The property owner is required to enter into
the installment payment agreement and will be responsible for the monthly installment
payment, which may be billed separately from the occupant’s utility bill.

PAYMENT PLAN OPTION FOR UP TO A TERM OF 60 MONTHS

1. This plan allows for installment payments for the cost of appliances purchased through
FPUA, customer owned piping installed by FPUA to any new appliance, FPUA labor,
permit fees, and all other related costs as approved by the FPUA.

2. A maximum finance amount will not exceed $3,500 for up to a maximum term of 60
months.

3. The minimum monthly payment will be determined by evenly dividing the total amount
financed by 60 months. At no time can the payment term be extended further than

originally agreed to in payment plan agreement.

4. In no event, shall the minimum monthly payment be less than $39.99.
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I11.

IVv.

. In the event the actual costs exceed the estimate set forth in the FPUA Quote, FPUA

will invoice customer for the balance due.

In the event of actual costs are less than the estimate set forth in the FPUA Quote,
FPUA will apply a credit to the financed amount.

PAYMENT PLAN OPTION FOR UP TO A TERM OF 12 MONTHS

1.

This plan allows for installment payments for the cost of appliances purchased through
FPUA to replace existing Natural Gas appliances and customer owned piping to any
existing appliance. To include FPUA labor, permit fees, and all other related costs as
approved by the FPUA.

A maximum finance amount will not exceed $2,500 for up to a maximum term of 12
months.

The minimum monthly payment will be determined by evenly dividing the total amount
financed by 12 months. At no time can the payment term be extended further than

originally agreed to in payment plan agreement.

In no event, shall the minimum monthly payment be less than $59.99.

. In the event of actual cost exceed customer approved estimate, FPUA will invoice

customer for the balance due.

In the event of actual cost is less than customer approved estimate, FPUA will apply
the credit to the financed amount.

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

. Customer has the right to prepay, in whole or in part, the unpaid balance of the amount due

under this Policy, without interest charges or prepayment penalty.

. No down payment is required and no interest is charged on the payment plans, except in

the case of default as set forth herein. Any additional charges beyond the payment plan
will be charged directly to the customer prior to installation.

. Any available rebate(s) for appliances purchased from FPUA will be applied directly to

the final cost for all work performed under this plan. Other rebates may be available for
natural gas appliances NOT purchased from FPUA but may be included as a one-time
credit on the customer utility bill.
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D. Any appliance and installation costs performed by FPUA are billed on the monthly utility
bill. Any additional amount above the maximum financing amount will be paid prior to
work being performed.

E. The customer shall represent and warrant that he or she is the legal owner of the property.
A copy of the deed conveying title to the customer shall be provided to FPUA as proof of
ownership.

F. New or existing customers with a deposit or a deposit waived per resolution qualify for a
payment plan.

G. No income eligibility requirements. Payment plans will be approved or disapproved on the
basis of established program criteria, account payment history, and availability of funds at
time of request. Approval of the payment plan is subject to the discretion of the FPUA.

H. Payment amounts owed are included with the utility bill.

I. Payment plans are not approved for the purchase any additional natural gas appliances not
provided by the FPUA. Such costs are the responsibility of the Customer. Payment plans
are not applicable to any electric or propane appliances or installs.

J.  The property owner shall enter into a financing installment payment agreement which shall
not be transferable. Total balance is due upon any sale or transfer of the property.

K. The FPUA reserves the right to revise these policies and to approve or disapprove payment
plan requests in the best interest of FPUA.

L. The FPUA reserves the right to modify or terminate payment plans at its discretion.
V. PAYMENT METHOD

Customers entering into a payment plan must enroll in automatic payments for the duration
of the installment payment agreement.

VI. DEFAULT AND CONSEQUENCES

Non-payment of any installment due will be considered a default, and if not corrected
within ten (10) days, the account will be assessed a Late Payment and Penalty Charge in
accordance with FPUA’s Service Charge Resolution in effect at such time the charge is applied.
Furthermore, at the option of the FPUA, the entire sum shall at once become due and payable,
without notice. Failure of the FPUA to exercise this option shall not constitute a waiver of the
right to exercise the same at a later time for the same or any subsequent default. In the event of
default of any payment under a payment plan provided for by this Policy, the customer shall pay
all costs of collection. FPUA may utilize a collection agency for the purpose of collecting the
entire remaining balance. FPUA may also elect to terminate utility services to the customer. The
Installment Payment Agreement gives the FPUA the right to place a lien on the customer’s
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property to secure the payments due in the event that other methods of collection are unsuccessful.
In accordance with Chapter 20 of the City of Fort Pierce Code of Ordinances, FPUA shall be
entitled to recover all costs and reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in any lien action. No refunds
of paid installments shall be due to the customer.

VII. REVISION OF POLICY

The FPUA reserves the right to revise or update this Payment Plan Policy as necessary.

VIII. COMPLIANCE

Customers are expected to comply with all the terms and conditions outlined in this policy.

Failure to comply may result in the termination of the payment plan and other applicable
consequences.

This Payment Plan Policy applies to all customers availing themselves of payment plans
for gas piping and appliance purchases and installations provided by the FPUA.
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EXHIBIT B

This instrument prepared by
and should be returned to:

Fort Pierce Utilities Authority
206 S. 6th Street
Fort Pierce, Fl 34950

For Recording Purposes Only

INSTALLMENT PAYMENT AGREEMENT

THIS INSTALLMENT PAYMENT AGREEMENT, day of , 20,
(“Effective Date”) by and between , whose
address is

hereinafter referred to as "Owner," and FORT PIERCE UTILITIES AUTHORITY, 206 South Sixth Street, Fort
Pierce, FL 34950, hereinafter referred to as "FPUA."

WHEREAS, the Owner is the owner of a residential property identified herein in FPUA's service territory;
and

WHEREAS, the Owner has requested that FPUA install natural gas piping and/or appliance(s); and

WHEREAS, the Owner desires to pay for said installation through installment payments as set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. RECITALS. The recitals stated herein are true and accurate and are part of this Agreement.

2. LIEN CREATED. Owner is the owner of the residential real property located at
with a Parcel Control Number of

and a legal description attached as Exhibit “A” (the “Property”).
Owner consents to the recording of this Agreement which will place a lien on the above-mentioned parcel.

3. SCOPE OF WORK. FPUA agrees to provide natural gas piping and appliance installation services
as set forth in the FPUA Quote attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.

4. AGREEMENT TO MAKE MONTHLY PAYMENTS. The total cost of the project is
$ . The Owner has made an initial payment in the amount of $ . The
Owner agrees to pay the principal sum of § in equal monthly installments of
$ overa _ -month period or until the balance is paid in full, whichever comes first. No interest

will be charged on the outstanding balance. The first installment payment will be due on the next utility billing cycle
following the Effective Date of this Agreement.

5. ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER. The Owner agrees to complete the online AutoPay
registration through www.fpua.com to implement payments under this Agreement. Payments shall be made by
AutoPay using electronic funds transfer through the Owner's designated bank account.

6. RESPONSIBLE PARTY. FPUA recognizes that the Owner may lease, rent or otherwise allow
the occupation of the property by others who may request Utility Service from FPUA. FPUA shall not be considered
a party to any agreement between the Owner and any present or future occupant who may request Utility Service from
FPUA. The Owner shall remain responsible for the monthly payment under this program, which may be billed
separately from the occupant's utility bill. This Agreement is not transferable and payment is due in full upon any sale
or transfer of the property.
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7. DEFAULT AND ACCELERATION. Non-payment of any payment when due under this
Agreement will be considered a default, and if not corrected within ten (10) days, the account will be assessed a Late
Payment Charge in accordance with FPUA's Service Charge Resolution in effect at such time the charge is applied.
Overdue accounts shall also be charged the interest at the maximum rate allowed by law on any overdue balance in
addition to the Late Payment Charge. Furthermore, in the event of default, at the option of FPUA, the entire amount
outstanding shall at once become due and payable, without notice. Failure of FPUA to exercise this option shall not
constitute a waiver of the right to exercise the same at a later time for the same or any subsequent default. In the event
of default of any payments due hereunder, FPUA may utilize a collection agency for the purpose of collecting any
outstanding balance on account, and the Owner shall pay all cost of collection. In default cases where the property
owner is also the utility Customer, FPUA may elect to terminate Utility Services to the Customer/Owner.

8. COSTS AND ATTORNEY’S FEES. This Agreement gives FPUA the right to record a copy of
the agreement, which will place a lien on the property to secure payment of the amounts due hereunder, including any
financed charges or fees outstanding on the customer's account, in the event that other methods of collection are
unsuccessful. In accordance with the terms of this Agreement and/or the City of Fort Pierce Code of Ordinances,
FPUA shall be entitled to recover all costs and reasonable attorney's fees incurred in any lien action. No refunds of
any paid installments shall be due or refunded to the Owner under any circumstances.

9. PREPAYMENT RIGHT. The Owner shall have the right to prepay, in whole or in part, the unpaid
balance of the amount due under this Agreement, without prepayment penalty.

10. PROOF OF OWNERSHIP. The Owner represents and warrants that he or she is the legal owner
of the property. A copy of the recorded deed conveying title to the Owner shall be provided to FPUA as proof of
ownership. If the property is homestead both spouses must sign the Agreement regardless of whether the deed to the
property is in only one person's name.

11. ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

11.1 This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the heirs, executors,
administrator, assignees and successors of the respective parties. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to
create any third-party rights or give any benefits to anyone who is not a party hereto.

11.2 No waiver of a breach of any of the covenants, terms or conditions in this Agreement shall
be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the same covenant, term or condition.

11.3 The Owner shall promptly execute all necessary documents and comply with all applicable
statues, ordinances, rules, orders, regulations and requirements of any Federal, State and Local government, including
the FPUA Gas Piping and Appliance Payment Plan Policy.

114 Whenever used herein, the term "Owner" shall include singular and plural, male and
female, and the heirs, legal representatives and assigns of individuals, wherever the context so requires.

11.5 This Agreement shall remain in effect in the event of a natural disaster, pandemic or other
emergency event.

11.6.  This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida,
without consideration of any conflict of law principles. Venue shall be in the federal or state courts in St. Lucie
County.

12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This instrument contains the entire agreement between the parties and
no statement, promises or inducements made by either party or agent of either party that is not contained in this written
Contract shall be valid or binding on any party. This Agreement may not be enlarged, modified, or altered except in
writing signed by an authorized person of the parties. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts which taken
together shall constitute one and the same instrument. Facsimile or email copies of this document and any required
signatures shall be effective as originals.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Owner has executed this Agreement on the day and year set forth below.

WITNESSES AS TO OWNERS:
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of:

OWNERS:
(if the property is homestead both spouses
must sign the Agreement)

WITNESS ONE

Owner #1 Signature

Print Name

Printed Name

Address

Address

WITNESS TWO

Print Name

Address

WITNESS ONE

Owner #2 Signature

Print Name

Printed Name

Address

Address

WITNESS TWO

Print Name

Address

STATE OF

COUNTY OF

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me by means of [ physical presence or [ online notarization,

this

, 2024, by
, who [0 is known to me or [ produced

identification and
, who [0 is known to me or [ produced

Notary Seal

as identification.

Notary Public
Print Name:
My Commission Expires:
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